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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 4656 

E.O. 11652-GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ES, HO 

SUBJECT: EL SALVADOR-HONDURAS PROBLEM 

1. FONMIN BORGONOVO INFORMED ME IN PHONE CONVERSATION 

LAST EVENING (DEC 14) THAT GEN SOMOZA HAD BROUGHT PRES MOLINA 
AN "ENCOURAGING MESSAGE OF GOODWILL" FROM GEN LOPEZ ARELLANO 
DURING SOMOZA'S BRIEF AIRPORT STOP ENROUTE TO MEXICO. ACCORDING TO 
SOMOZA, LOPEZ WAS "VERY UNDERSTANDING OF MOLINA'S SITUATION" WITH 
RESPECT TO THE BI-LATERAL PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. BORGONOVO ALSO 
LET ME KNOW THAT HE WAS QUITE AWARE THAT LOPEZ’S ATTENTION THESE 
DAYS WAS CENTERED ON INTERNAL MATTERS AND THAT HONDURAN 
PRESS WAS SUBJECTING LOPEZ’S GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDERABLE 
CRITICISM OVER DOMESTIC ISSUES. 

2. BORGONOVO TOLD ME THAT THE SALVADORAN AND HONDURAN 
NEGOTIATORS WERE THAT DAY WORKING ON A JOINT STATEMENT FOR 
THE PRESS TO BE RELEASED TODAY (DEC 15) UPON CONCLUSION OF 
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GALINDO POHL, TO REACH MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY WORDING WITH HONDURANS 
WHICH WOULD SUSTAIN CORDIAL ATMOSPHERE AND LEAVE DOOR OPEN FOR 
FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS. BORGONOVO DESCRIBED THE DEC 13 LUNCHEON 
HOSTED BY MEXICANS AS "CORDIAL BUT SUPERFICIAL". GALINDO HJFJ 
REPORTED THAT BOTH SIDES RELAXED AND NEJOYED THEMSELVES IN 
VERY PLEASANT PERSONAL REPARTEE. HOWEVER, FONMIN BATRES HAD 
EXCUSED HIMSELF FROM PARTICIPATING IN LUNCHEON ON GROUNDS OF 
PRESSING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE. 

3. BORGONOVO CORRECTLY SAW THE SITUATION IN EL SALVADOR 

ONE EVE OF DEC 15 DEADLINE AS BEING FAR LESS TENSE THAN TWO WEEKS 
AGO. HE CITED RESTRAINT OF LOCAL PRESS AND ABSENCE OF APPREHENSIVE 
STORIES OR ABRASIVE EDITORIALS ON THE BILATERAL PROBLEM; AND HE WAS 
EVIDENTLY RELIEVED THAT REPORTERS WERE NOT HOUDNING HIM AT THIS 
JUNCTURE. NEITHER OF THE DEC 15 MORNING PAPERS MENTIONED THE 
NEGOATIONS OR BILATERAL ISSUES WITH HONDURAS. 

4. WE HAVE RELIABLE REPORT THAT CHIEFS OF STAFF OF SALVADORAN 
AND HONDURAN ARMIES MET DEC 13 AT BORDER TOWN OF CITALA 

ON HONDURAN INITIATIVE AND GAVE ONE ANOTHER ASSURANCES THAT THEIR 
RESPECTIVE ARMED FORCES WOULD KEEP THE PEACE FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
SALVADORAN COS TOOK OCCASION TO TRY TI DISPEL FOR HIS HONDURAN 
COUNTERPART THE UNFOUNDED AND ALARMIST RUMORS AND REPORTS THAT 
EL SALVADOR WAS PREPARING FOR AGGRESSIVE MILITARY ACTION. 

5. BORGONOVO SAID THAT HE CONSIDERED HONDURAN NOTE TO OAS SECGEN 
SALVADORAN DENUNCIATION OF BOGOTA PACT TO BE "RESTRAINED". 

HE DID NOT CONTEMPLATE MAKING FURTHER ISSUE OF THIS MATTER IN OAS 
SINCE HE JUDGED HONDURAS' ACTION "NORMAL" UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
THUS, HE MERELY PASSED THE NOTE TO HIS LEGAL STAFF FOR STUDY. 

MOSKOWITZ 
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